THE    KING    AND    THE   PRIME    MINISTER
Glamorganshire were still repeating his promises and taking
hope from them, Mr. Baldwin was sent for once more. Up to
this time he had obeyed the King's wish. He had not reported
the first interview to the Cabinet. He had perhaps hoped
that there was still time for the King and himself to "settle
the matter together." During this interview, the King's
mind apparently played with compromise. He desired the
Prime Minister to consider whether he could marry Mrs.
Simpson and, by Act of Parliament, enable her "to be the
King's wife without the position of Queen.'*
An important point of change thus came to the convers-
ations between the King and his Prime Minister. Up to this
moment the King had consulted him as his private adviser,
a role which Prime Ministers have often played: a r61e dis-
tinguished by Melbourne, Peel and Disraeli. When the King
asked if the Government would pass legislation permitting a
morganatic marriage, he made his problems into a consti-
tutional issue; and in his report to the House of Commons,
Mr. Baldwin showed that he was immediately aware of this
moment, in which he ceased to be private adviser and be-
came Prime Minister, with his duty to his Cabinet. He said
to the King that he would have to place the suggestion "form-
ally before the whole Cabinet" and that he would also be
obliged to seek the opinion of the Dominion Prime Ministers
before he could give his Sovereign an answer. The King
agreed: he told Mr. Baldwin that it was his wish that this
wider, constitutional field of opinion should be sought; that
it was his wish also, to know the will of the British and Dom-
inion Governments.
On December 2 Mr. Baldwin went to his Sovereign with
his answer. He was certain, he said, that no such legislation
as that sought by the King would be acceptable. The plan was,
in Mr. Baldwin's word, impracticable. King Edward received
the news quietly, without protest or complaint. Mr. Baldwin
said that "he behaved as a great gentleman; he said no more
about it."
As far as the King was concerned this moment was perhaps
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